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Highland Terrace Baptist Church  May 8, 2013    Dr. Kelly Carr 
 

 

“Better” 
Hebrews 1:1-3 

 
1God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2in these 
last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made 
the world. 3And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all 
things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of 

the Majesty on high    Hebrews 1:1-3  NASB 
 
Intro. 
1.  Have you ever experienced Buyer’s Remorse? 
2.  We all have.  Lots of kinds of decisions. 
3.  This letter we are studying was written to a group of New Testament Christians, 1st century believers 
who were experiencing that very emotion. 
4.  Maybe you have felt that way since becoming a believer. 
5.   The Book of Hebrews.  We will get back to that more in a moment. 
6.  Main Theme:  (Use Intro Sheet) 
7.  Let’s Dive In:  Read Hebrews 1:1-3 Together 
 
Chapters 1-10 Give us the True Foundation for a Better Live 
Strong lives are built on strong foundations!   
Chapter 1-6 Present Jesus Christ as the Ultimate Messenger!  He is the Ultimate Revelation!   
Revelation is Progressive:  Continuity:  Adam & Eve – Noah – Abraham – Moses – Prophets – Jesus Christ  
Jesus Christ is the Ultimate Revelation:  Climax, Zenith, Crescendo, 
The Principal Method of God Revealing Himself was the Prophet – God’s Messenger 
Conveying God’s message to an appointed people. 
Deuteronomy 18  Christ’s Role – Prophetic Ministry (Later, Priestly Ministry) That is presented in Chapters 
7-10 
 
God has spoken!    “God”  This book begins with the word, “God.” 
 
2 Assumptions of the Bible: 
1.  God is  Psalm 14:1  “The fool has said… 
2.  God has spoken    It only makes sense that if there is a God, He must be the most intelligent Person in 
the Universe.  He has created everything.  Since He has created us with the ability to communicate, He has 
also has that ability.  What mother and father brings a baby home from the hospital and does not try 
immediately to communicate with him or her.  Even though we know they cannot understand us. 
Psalm 19:1  “The heavens declare the Glory o God.” 
 
 

 How?  “many portions and many ways”  

 Who?  The Messengers 
 Fathers:  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob   
 Prophets:  Moses, Samuel, David, Elijah, Elisha, Isaiah,   
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What did a prophet do?  Foretell the future?  Sometimes.  Call down fire?  A few times?  Primarily, spoke to 
men for God.  (Priest speaks to God for men.) 
Prophets spoke with Divine Authority.  Must be “without error.”  Deuteronomy 18 
 
“in many portions and in many ways”  How did God speak?  Voice from a burning bush, Urim and Thumim, 
Angel of the Lord, through a donkey, through visions, through dreams, wrote onto tablets of stone, (banned 
from public school) 
 
There were also NT Prophets:  Ephesians 4:11-12 
Are there Prophets today?  No  Ephesians 2:19-20  We have the Bible 
 
God has spoken: 
Question:  How many of you, wish you could hear God speak?  If you would ask Him a question and wait 
for the answer?   
God has spoken:  But do we listen?  Do we like the answer? 
 
The Bible is the Ultimate Message.  Jesus is the Ultimate Messenger.  And He followed some outstanding 
Messengers.  Moses, the Great Lawgiver, Samuel:  The King Maker,  Isaiah:  The Poetic Preacher, 
Jeremiah:  The weeping Prophet,  Daniel:  The Dreamer, Jonah:  The Fish Bait,  and Revivalist,   
 

 All the others said, “The Savior is Coming!” 

 He said, “I am the Savior.  Believe in Me and be saved!” 
 
God revealed Himself through Creation:  Through Prophets:  Through Miracles:   
But His Greatest Method of Revealing Himself to People was through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
Matthew 17:4-5 
4Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, I will make three tabernacles here, one 
for You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; 
listen to Him!” 
 
 
 
 
The Language of God:  “in His Son”    
Refers to the Method.  Literally, “in Son”  Think about it, 
Translators have a hard job.  Translate the Bible in Spanish, in Russian, in German, in French, in Navajo, 
but God did the ultimate translation for us “in Son.”  A Visual, living, walking, talking, responding, tested, 
perfect representation of who God is. 
 
A reference to the “Incarnation.”   It is almost Christmas.  We will celebrate the Incarnation.  God taking on 
human flesh in the person of Jesus Christ, in the form of a baby. 
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John 1:1-3 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 
beginning with God. 3All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being 
that has come into being. 
John 1:14 
14And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten 
from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 
John 1:1  Christ’s Deity, Eternality, Separate Identity from the Father 
John 1:2-3  Christ’s revelation through Creation. 
John 1:14  Christ’s revelation through Incarnation 
 
Matthew 17:5:  No wonder the Father said, “Listen to Him!” 
 
Our purpose in Hebrews is to listen to God Speak through His Son, Jesus Christ and to Follow Him, 
The More we Know Him, the more we Exalt Him, 
The More we Exalt Him, the More we Worship Him, 
The More we Worship Him, the More we Love and Obey Him. 
So we must Listen to Him. 
 
To know Him and to Make Him Known. 
 
 
None of these things could be said of the Prophets.   
Prophets were men called by God:  Message Incomplete. 
Jesus:  God come to Man:  Message Complete & Final! 
 
The Ultimate Messenger of All Time!  Jesus   
 
7 Amazing Statements Declaring the Uniqueness of Jesus Christ: 
 
 #1  Jesus is the Heir / Ruler of All Things. 
 whom He appointed heir of all things 
 
NT times, “heir” has to do with authority and position. 
Psalm 2:7, Hebrews 1:5, Psalm 110, Philippians 2:5-11 
Sit at my side while I make your enemies a footstool for your feet. 
 
e.g. Joseph:  coat of many colors.  He was designated as Jacob’s “heir.” 
Jesus was made “heir” at His Resurrection and ascension. 
Adam lost it, but Christ regained it.  Romans 8:16-17 
God calls us “joint heirs” with Jesus Christ! 
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#1  Jesus is the Heir / Ruler of All Things. 
 whom He appointed heir of all things 
 #2  Jesus is the Creator of the World. 
 through whom also He made the world 
 
God was the Architect, Designer:  Son = Builder / Executor of the Design.   
“world” – “aiwv”  = ages  This word has to do with purpose. 
 
Colossians 1:16 
16For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
Psalm 19:1  “The heavens declare the glory of God.” 
 
Creation was designed to be a means of revelation.  New revelation does not negate previous revelation. 
 
 #3  Jesus Possesses the Glory of God. 
 He is the radiance of His glory 
 
“Glory”  The visible manifestation of God’s Presence. 
Exodus = Pillar of Fire by Night, Cloud by day.  Shekinah Glory of God 
Settled down into the Tabernacle 
Filled Solomon’s Temple. 
John 1:14, 18, The Effulgence, not a Reflection of Glory.  Like the Rays of the Sun. 
Transfiguration:  Moses representing the Law.  Elijah representing the Prophets.   
“This is my beloved Son, Listen to Him!”  
The cloud revealed to Israel that God was in the midst.   
Christ’s glory revealed to them and to us that God is in our midst. 
 
 
 #4  Jesus Has the Nature / Essence of God.   
 the exact representation of His nature 
 
Exact = Exact  John 14:9  Jesus said, “If you have seen Me, you have seen the Father.” 
e.g. “Like”  We use the word “like” for everything.  “That would be, like, groovy.”  Michael Phelps, he is “like” 
the Olympic champion swimmer.”  No, He IS the Olympic champion swimmer.” 
 
Jesus is not “like” the Father.  He is “one” with the Father. 
John 5:18  His enemies wanted to kill Him because the said He made Himself “Equal” with God.” 
He said, “I am my Father are one.” 
Since He is one with the Father, He can adequately represent the Father.   
 
We are getting ready to elect some people.  They will represent us.  But will they adequately represent us? 
 
I cannot vote for anyone with a pro-abortion stance.  That will call that unborn baby, a fetus or embryo, or 
whatever you want to call it. “a punishment.” 
 
It tells me too much about their moral base, or lack of it. 
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If they will not defend the unborn, who will they defend?  Only those who it will benefit them to defend. 
 
Jesus represents the Father.  He and the Father are One. 
He is not the “model” of the Father, like a model plane or car. 
He is the “exact” representation because of His inner being, (instrinsic nature) 
He is the “real thing” reduced to comprehensive size. 
 
Council of Nicene, the early church fathers came together to defend and theologically define the early faith.  
Arius the Awful heretic had been traveling around spreading his awful theological lie that Jesus was not 
truly God.  Blending Christianity with a very inferior Greek philosophy, he said that Jesus was “like” God. 
Athanasius that great defender of the faith stood up and took him on defending by Scripture the deity of 
Christ.   
“Homoousios” same substance  
“Homoiousious” similar substance “like”  
No He is the ‘Exact” representation of His Nature.  He is God. 
Colossians 2:9  “In Christ all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” 
 
No prophet could claim that. 

#1  Jesus is the Heir / Ruler of All Things. 
 whom He appointed heir of all things 
 #2  Jesus is the Creator of the World. 
 through whom also He made the world 
 #3  Jesus Possesses the Glory of God. 
 He is the radiance of His glory 
 #4  Jesus Has the Nature / Essence of God.   
 the exact representation of His nature 
 #5  Jesus Has the Actual Power of God.   
 upholds all things by the word of His power 
 
The prophets exercised the power of God.  Moses turned the Nile to blood.  He brought water from the 
Rock.  He parted the Red Sea.  Elijah called down fire from Heaven.  He raised the dead.   
 
They excercised the delegated Power of God.  Jesus has the Actual Power of God.   
He sustains the universe.  What keeps the stars from flying apart.  What keeps the planets and moons from 
spinning off into space?  You may call it gravity.  You may be able to come up with formulas for it and 
measure it.  Can you see it?  Can you touch it?  Can you create it?  Can you maintain it?  NO   
 
Jesus sustains all things.  Gravity is the power of the creator holding all things together.   
How much power does it take? 
How much power is in an atom? 
 
He said, “Let there be light.”  There was Light. 
It is just a word. 
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#1  Jesus is the Heir / Ruler of All Things.    whom He appointed heir of all things 
 #2  Jesus is the Creator of the World.    through whom also He made the world 
 #3  Jesus Possesses the Glory of God.    He is the radiance of His glory 
 #4  Jesus Has the Nature / Essence of God.   the exact representation of His nature 
 #5  Jesus Has the Actual Power of God.       upholds all things by the word of His power 
 #6  Jesus Alone has Made Permanent Atonement for Sin. 
 He had made purification of sins 
 

The book of Hebrews goes into great detail of how Jesus permanently atoned for my sin and your sin.  He 
tells why God accepted His sacrifice and continues to accept it.  Especially in chapters 9-10. 
 

No prophet did that.  They all died in their sins.   
 

Jesus did not die in His sin.  He died in your place.  So you would not have to die in your sin, and pay sin’s 
awful price. 
Objection:  Didn’t the OT require a sacrifices?  Yes, but they were incomplete.   
 It is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away our sin.   
 Jesus’ death, “once for all” took away ALL my sin! 
 

 #7  Jesus Alone is Seated in the Place of Kingdom Authority.   
 He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high  
 

When?  After His Ascension.  When he ascended to the Father. 
Why did he “sit down?”  Tired?  Nothing to do?  Veg out? 
Sitting = a symbol of authority. 
e.g.  A Judge, a King, A Queen, 
Sitting = as opposed to standing.  It implies a finished work.  A complete work.   
It is the Satisfaction of Completion.   
Where?  The Place of Authority!  Right Hand of Majesty. 
Psalm 110:1  Till I make your enemies a footstool for your feet. 
1    The LORD says to my Lord: 
    “Sit at My right hand 
    Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” 
“I will bring your enemies to the place of submission.” 
 

Is Jesus More Qualified than the Prophets?  Say AMEN! 
 

Who should we listen to?  Who should we follow?  “This is my beloved Son, Listen to Him.” 
 

One day He will stand up from that throne, Revelation 19 tells us, He will walk down to Royal Stables of 
Heaven, Take His Strong White Battle Ready Horse, and Ride to this Earth leading the Hosts of Glory 
against Satan and his Anti-Christ. 
 

Who will you listen to?  Who will you follow? 
 

Hebrews 3:7,8 
7Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, 8 DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS  

Forget Buyer’s Remorse.  Jesus is your King!  Listen to Him!  Follow Him! 
There’s No Need to Be Ashamed! There’s No Need to Be Embarrassed! 
I’m a Christian!  I am a Christ-follower!  I will stand up for Him!  Because I believe in Him! 


