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Highland Terrace Baptist Church February 11, 2012    Dr. Kelly Carr 
 

A Lesson From the Champ! 
Matthew 4:1-11 

 
1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2And after He had fasted forty 
days and forty nights, He then became hungry. 3And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, 
command that these stones become bread.” 4But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread 
alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’” 
5Then the devil took* Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 6and said* to Him, “If 
You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, 
    ‘He will command His angels concerning You’;  and 
    ‘On their hands they will bear You up, 
    So that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’” 
7Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
8Again, the devil took* Him to a very high mountain and showed* Him all the kingdoms of the world and their 
glory; 9and he said to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said* to 
him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’” 11Then the devil left* 
Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him. 

 
The Greatest Match in History   

 

 The First Temptation:  Doubt God’s Fairness.  4:3-4 
3And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” 4But He 
answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’” 

 

 The Second Temptation:  Test God’s Faithfulness.  4:5-7 
5Then the devil took* Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 6and said* to Him, “If You are the 
Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, 
    ‘He will command His angels concerning You’;  and 
    ‘On their hands they will bear You up, 
    So that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’” 
7Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

 

 The Third Temptation:  Follow the World’s Shortcuts.  4:8-10 
 
8Again, the devil took* Him to a very high mountain and showed* Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; 9and he said 
to Him, “All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said* to him, “Go, Satan! For it is written, 
‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only.’” 

 
What Are MY Temptations? 

 

 To lose my temper 

 To snap at my spouse or kids 

 To use bad language 

 To watch or listen to carnal things 

 To puff up with pride 

 To covet what belongs to God or others 

 To give in to a low view of myself 

 To be lazy 

 To give in to fear or worry  

 To give in to gossip 



www.HigherPurposeMinistries.com  Page 2 
 

 To not witness 

 To not speak up 

 To not forgive others 

 To not serve others 

 To neglect my Bible 

 To ____________________________________________ 
 

How Did Jesus Win? (so I can win , too.)   
 

“Everybody has a plan until they get hit.”  George Foreman on Boxing. 

 

 By Being Sensitive to the Spirit of God.  Jesus was led up by the Spirit 
 
 cf. 1 Corinthians 10:12-13 
12Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall. 13No temptation has overtaken 
you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what 
you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure 
it. 
 
 

 By Trusting in the Word of God.  “It is written.” 
 

You gotta TRAIN if you wanna WIN! 
  

 cf. 2 Timothy 2:15  15Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not 
need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.  

 

Psalm 119:11 Your word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You. 
 

 Have you failed?  We serve the God of the second chance.   
 
9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.   1 John 1:9 
 

 
Why Was Jesus Tempted?   

 
 

 So All Creation Would Know Who The Conqueror Really Is. 
 
 

 To Win the Re-Match of Satan and Humanity. 
 
 

 To Prepare Christ to Be Your Sympathetic High Priest. 
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cf. Hebrews 2:16-18, 4:15-15 

 
17Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and 
faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18For since He 
Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.  
Heb. 2:17-18 
 15For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been 
tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. 16Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne 
of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  Hebrews 4:14-16   
 
 

 To Gain the Right and Respect To Call Others To Follow Him. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks for taking the time to download this sermon outline.  If you enjoyed it, please take a moment to check out a couple of my 
Kindle ebooks at Amazon.com 
 
Revelation  Book of Mystery and Majesty is a Revelation study guide.  It is divided into 26 lessons for easy study.  Click 
below to go and see it now at the Amazon Kindle bookstore. 
 
Revelation  Book of Mystery and Majesty  by Dr. Kelly Carr  Foreword by Dr. Jerry Falwell 
 
A Guidebook for Searchers  Is There Evidence Behind Our Faith?  Is a great little book that answers six questions that 
seekers or searchers are looking for today.  Questions like “Is There Really a God?,” “Can We Really Trust an Ancient Book?,” 
“Is There Really Life After Death?,” and more.  It is brief and packed with tons of information.  It is also handy if you have a friend 
who is struggling with agnosticism, or if you are looking for evidence for God. 
 
Click below to go and see it now at the Amazon Kindle bookstore.   
 
A Guidebook for Searchers  Is There Evidence Behind Our Faith?  By Kelly Carr, Foreword by Dr. Mark Bailey 
 
Remember, if you do not have a Kindle, you can still download the Kindle reader on your computer, table, or phone and be able 
to download and have handy copies of all your books. 
 
BTW, I really love my Kindle Fire.  (Click Here to See How Many Books Your Kindle Fire Library will Hold.) 
 
Thanks again, 
 
Kelly Carr 
 
PS  If you have a friend who child is beginning to stutter, this Kindle ebook has great insights to help prevent stuttering in 
children.   
 
Stutter Prevention Secrets: How Parents and Teachers Can Help Prevent Stuttering (or Stammering) In Children by Leon 
Lassers 
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